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Welcome once again to “Our World”, that of the animals under the care of       

Otterspool Animal Haven.  Since our last newsletter we have been very 

busy  and have had some happy times and some sad ones.   

On the 17th April we received a phone call from Mrs. and Mr. Rawson 
wanting to adopt a female cat.  We explained that we had Bridget 
who was quite shy and had been with us for quite 

some time.  They came to see Bridget that afternoon 
and she must have known that they were the right people for her as she came out straight 
away and started to make a fuss of them.  They were immediately taken with her and the 
next day we took Bridget to her new home where she settled in very quickly.  Sometimes 
just when we think some of our animals will never go to homes things just fall into place.  
Around the same time we received some sad news from Mr. Davies who had adopted 
Madeline from us in August last year.  Sadly Madeline had been put to sleep as she had 
gone into kidney failure.  Mr. Davies knew she had kidney problems when he adopted her 
but was happy to give her a home.  And what a lovely home she had the two of them were great pals and 
Madeline ruled the roost from the moment she moved in.  Mr. Davies was lost without his friend and 
wanted to give someone else a home and someone to keep him company.  We thought of Morag who 
wasn’t as bold as Madeline but a real softy once she got to know you.  Morag is now happily settled in she 
will never replace Madeline as all cats have different characters and we should never compare one 
against the other.  We have also received some more bad news about Buster the Mr Big Personality cat 
that we re homed with the Bradley family in 2015.  Buster had come into us in the September before as 
his owner had passed away.  Not long after he had been with us he was diagnosed with a thyroid problem 
and put on medication.  He was seen on face book by the Bradley family who immediately fell for him.  
After he had some dental work done we made the journey over to Ruthin in North Wales with Buster.  We 
really weren’t sure what he would make of their two dogs Ben and Levi.  Buster was completely un 
phased and kept them both in their place.  Buster and Levi became great friends with Buster always hav-
ing the upper hand!  Sadly Levi had to be put to sleep and not many months later his friend Buster fol-
lowed him.  Both Buster and Levi were taken on by the Bradleys in their twilight years.  What a lovely 
home they both had to end their days in.  A lot of people say they couldn’t take on an older pet because of 
the heartache of losing them.  Unfortunately this is when a lot of older pets need that loving home.  Leo 
and Lydia had come into us in September last year as young kittens that had been born in a garden.  Leo 

came round almost immediately purring and loving strokes and cud-
dles.  However Lydia made it quite obvious that she didn’t want to know 
us unless we were putting her food down for her.  At now nine months 
old neutered vaccinated and micro chipped it becomes quite a dilemma 
whether to split them up or hold out to find them a home together as 
they were obviously very attached to each other.  Once again our 
prayers were answered when we received a call from Alice looking for 
two young cats as there was also a dog in the family though it was cat 
friendly as they had recently lost an old cat and still had one remaining.  
We explained about Lydia how timid she was but . . . . . . . . .Contd. Page 2 

“Bridget” 

“Buster & Levi” 
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.  .  “poor Flora was 

taken into the vets to 

be put to sleep as her 

owner had a new       

kitten”  .  .  .  
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# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

. . .  felt that she and Leo would in time come round to a dog.  Despite not 
even seeing Lydia, when they came round to see them, Alice and her husband were more than happy 

to give them both a home. Whilst they were here they also spotted Tilly a young female who hadn’t been 
with us for very long.  Unfortunately her owner had to move and couldn’t take her with him.  We felt that all 
three of the cats would get on well together and they haven’t proved us wrong.  They have been in their 
new home for over a month now and are all very happy together.  Needless to say there is no change in 
Lydia but time will tell.  That is our cat re homing so far this year though things never stand still for long 
and with a space available we agreed to take in a cat that a gentleman said he had been feeding as a 
stray and would have kept but he had to move away.  We asked the gentleman to drop the cat into our 
vets to be checked over before he came into us and it was a good job we did really. Claude as we have 
called him had a large family of fleas with him but he had also had an allergic reaction to them and his 
coat and skin were a real mess.  It has taken quite sometime to get Claude feeling and looking better. He 
is now already to go to a home and is one of the friendliest cats anyone could wish for. Another cat that 
has come into us via one of our supporters is Lionel who has also needed a lot of care and attention to get 
him on the road to good health. Lionel also had fleas but along with that he had an ulcerated mouth and 
was very anaemic.  He also had a number of wounds on his legs.  He is now on the better side of all this 
but it will be few weeks before he will be ready to be re homed.  One of the saddest cases we have at the 
moment is poor Flora who is twelve years old. Though she is in good health poor Flora was taken into the 
vets to be put to sleep as her owner had a new kitten and Flora did not like it.  Flora is eating well but is  
              very shy and must wonder why her world has been turned upside down.  

We have been fortunate to re home a couple of dogs by 
putting them on our face book page and not having to 
bring them into the kennels.  This is obviously less 
stressful for the dogs and means they only have to make 
one change in their lives and not two by coming into us 
and then going out to a new home.  Both these dogs 
were Yorkshire terriers one called Rufus and one called 
Ollie. We have however brought one very handsome boy 

into the kennels called Freddie who is a three year old lurcher.  Freddie had lived with two other dogs from 
being six months old and had got on really well with them until recently he started going for the much older 
dog in the family.  Freddie was very loved by his family and they did everything they could to try to resolve 
this situation but in the end they knew it wasn’t fair to the older dog.  Freddie does get on with other dogs 
in general and is a lovely gentle boy.  We of course still have our other four, long term, dogs waiting for 
that right home to come along for them.  They are Frankie, Rex, Harry & Shannon and they all have 
something to offer if someone will just give them a chance. 

We now have a selection of Cards            
available which can be bought at all our            
upcoming events or they can be posted to you          
They are in Packs of 10  

 Card A ~ £4.00 (10)     Card B ~ £4.50 (10) 

 Card C ~ £4.00 (10)     Card D ~ £4.50 (10) 

Postage & Packing £1.20 per pack ~ Orders along 
with a cheque to Otterspool Animal Haven can be 

sent to the address on the front of the newsletter. 

Shown Left & 
Right are the 

internal details 
of the cards 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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“Their Lives Are In Our Hands - They Trust In Us” 

“Alice has overcome  a 
great deal and like little 

man Rocky is now        
getting the good life          

she deserves” 

Have you spotted Archie 

yet?  He’s up to his usual 

trick hiding somewhere 

in  this  newsletter  

WANTED ! 
ROCKY YORKIE is now 11 years old, this information 
pieced together from what little we were told by his 
previous owner’s son. He likes to behave like an elder 
statesman most of the time , settles himself on the 
comfiest cushions on the sofa, checks all the food  

bowls before starting his own meal and likes to sit on the back seat of the car.  He challenges my two 
young daxi boys, especially if they are annoying him by throwing toys around or getting too rough in play, 
and I am always astonished how quickly they calm down! Of course there are times when he decides to 
join in with them and the three of them have a mad playtime.  He totally ignores the cats but is also quite 
respectful if they do invade his space – or food bowl – and will leave them to it. He has a fan base in 
France where my son and his wife live and they require regular updates on him. They were staying over 
here when he came into the rescue and fell in love with him.  Rocky loves meeting other dogs, big and 
little, and is very friendly towards them, however, he has decided that there are at least two very young 
dogs on our road who need to know who is boss and he has soundly trounced a little French bulldog and 
a sweet little whippet. Naughty boy!  This little man has had a few minor health problems but is generally 
fit and well and living the ‘good life’  which he deserves, hopefully for many years to come.  

ALICE KITTEN is now 18 months old, full of character, bright, alert and continuing to explore her environ-
ment, done with some caution as she can still get very easily spooked and react badly. Rain storms and 
hail on the roof can cause her some distress as she cannot gauge where the sound and movement come 
from.  For that reason she has to remain a house cat but has lots of stimuli  in the form of toys, the other 
animals and occasional visitors.  Other than that she has maintained her weight, is very active and her 
calcium levels have remained stable.  She is still having Vitamin D and all her tests indicate she is absorb-
ing it well.  Alice doesn’t like old cats  and can be quite aggressive with them although she is about less 
than a quarter of their size!  She does like my daxi boys however and I am working on a brief and gradual 
introduction in very carefully controlled circumstances but NEVER NEVER risk prolonged or unsupervised 
contact .I probably wouldn’t have started it yet until I accidentally left the kitchen door open and realised 
she was joining in the queue for treats. I have to say I  was in the words of the song ‘A Whiter Shade Of 
Pale’.! She  has overcome  a great deal and like little man Rocky is now getting the good life she           
           deserves. 

As this newsletter was about to go to print we received a call 
about a mother cat with four young kittens who desperately 
needed to find a place of safety, fortunately for them we had a 
spare pen and we were able to accept into our care Charlotte  

and her four, five week old, kittens.  There are two boys and two girls.  This new family had been taken 
into the vets and we were told that they had been found in a garden shed.  
They obviously now need a lot of TLC before they can set out into the big 
wide world and so it will be at least another four weeks before they are ready 
to go to new homes.  We normally limit our rescue work to cats and dogs as 
we do not have the facilities to keep other pets.  However when a notice was 
put up in our charity shop TWO BUDGIES FREE WITH CAGE we were natu-
rally concerned about where they could end up.  We contacted Sue one of our 
volunteers who has an aviary and asked if she could take them.  Sue willingly 
said yes so we made arrangements to collect the budgies and are happy to 
say that they have settled in well with the two existing residents in the aviary. 
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Well we knew that Rex was a bit of a wimp as far as walking in the 

rain is concerned, but even we couldn’t believe this. It started to 

rain while he was out with one of our volunteer dog walkers so Rex 

decided he wanted to shelter under a hedge and refused to come 

out, so only one thing for it, carry him back under the umbrella!!  
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind them.  With plenty of 
“TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of time when the right opportunity arises,  

re - home.  We presently have 6 dogs, 13 cats & 4 kittens in our care, some of which have been with us for several years, and 
others have joined us more recently:- 

Dogs 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged   9  years 

Freddie  Lurcher    Aged   3  years  

Harry  Greyhound   Aged   4  years 

Rex  X ~ Breed   Aged   5  years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged 10  years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged   7  years 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged 18  months 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged   3  years 

Billy  Ginger & White   Aged   9  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged   2  years 

Charlotte Tabby & White   Aged   1  year 

Flora  White & Black   Aged 12  years  

George  Black    Aged   1  year 

Gismo  Black & White   Aged   4  years 

Lionel  Black & White   Aged   2  years 

Merlin  Black    Aged 18  months 

Mimi  Black    Aged 15  years 

Pepper  Black    Aged   1  year 

Poppy  Black    Aged   2  years 

Kittens   2 Male / 2 Female  Aged   5  weeks 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to 
report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals or volunteer as a dog walker 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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Hello Friends.  It’s Sir Winston here – or Winnie as I’m affectionately known.  Such a lot has happened 
since I last wrote to you!  At our first Fun Dog Show of the year in April, I was thrilled when my buddy Rex 
came first in ‘Any Variety Non-Sporting’.  Although I didn’t win anything in that event, I did gain another ro-
sette to add to my collection, at the Marple Carnival dog show a few months later (for Best Vintage).  You 
may remember in the last newsletter I spoke about the holiday I was planning.  I’ll get to that in a moment.  
Before the holiday I spent a delightful sunny afternoon in Abney Hall Park, with canine chums Tina and 
Cody, their mum Sophie, plus mum, and auntie Linda.  As we walked around the grounds, I tried to imagine 
Agatha Christie (who stayed there) drawing inspiration from her surroundings.  I also imagined myself, Tina, 
and Cody as canine versions of her characters – Hercule Poirot, Captain Hastings and Miss Marple – sniff-
ing out clues and solving mysteries.  After all that sleuthing, we were glad to share a welcome ice-cream 
followed by a paddle in a cool stream.  Cody must have been extremely hot because a bit later he jumped 
into a muddy puddle.  And so to our main holiday which I can now reveal was to somewhere I had never 
been before – Llandudno!  About a week after our Abney Hall outing, I saw mum packing the rucksack 
which always signals that something special is about to happen. The next morning, Saturday, auntie Linda 
arrived with her rucksack – she was coming along too!  Then I looked out of the window and saw uncle 
Steve in his car.  Mum said he would give us a lift to the station!  Well, I was so excited I tipped my break-
fast all over the floor.  Driving to the station, I could hardly contain my excitement, but I still managed to eat 
the breakfast mum had brought along for me as we waited for our train to arrive.  After a snooze on the train 
(to conserve my energy) we alighted at our destination and the tang of the sea air immediately revived me.  
And what a splendid place Llandudno is!  Arriving at our hotel, the Queens, situated on the promenade, I 
was very impressed with our choice of accommodation.  There were even 2 ballrooms in the hotel, although 
we wouldn’t have much time to go dancing.  After unpacking our bags we went out for an invigorating walk 
on the magnificent pier.  Later that afternoon, sitting in our room reading, we heard a tapping on our win-
dow.  Who could it possibly be?  We were on the 4th floor!  Looking up we saw a large seagull tapping on 
the glass with his beak – and on the roof, 3 little seagull chicks.  The next day (Sunday) we went to a place 
called Happy Valley – which isn’t a bit like Happy Valley in Bramhall, as it’s by the sea.  There we had a de-
licious locally made ice cream, whilst taking in the view over Llandudno Bay.  Later that day, on the prome-
nade, we watched a Punch & Judy show.  There was a bit where the crocodile stole the sausages – I 
barked very loudly so that the policeman would know!  The audience certainly seemed to appreciate it.  The 
lady who came round to collect money said that in the old days the Punch & Judy man (or ‘Professor’ as he 
was called) would have a dog called Toby, and that I would be very good in that part.  The ruff would really 
suit me.  If Sunday was ice cream day, then Monday was definitely sausage day, because for a rare treat 
mum took me to a pet shop and bought me some bangers.  Then we caught the bus to Penrhyn Bay and 
walked out to a place called Little Orme.  Later that day we enjoyed a ride around Llandudno on a very spe-
cial sight-seeing train called the ‘land-train’, which is shaped like a train but doesn’t run on railway tracks.   
On Tuesday morning we had a last sit down on the promenade to take in the sea air, and then it was time to 
say goodbye to Llandudno, and to come home.  Although I was only there for a few days, I really felt at 
home in the Queens Hotel, running up the steps after our walks then making my way to the lift.  I hardly ever 
barked in our room, and slept soundly at night, waking up each morning to the sound of seagulls, ready to 
see what adventures the day would hold.  Mum says that I was so good in the hotel that we can plan some 
more trips away.  Well, that will certainly give me something to write about! Until the next time! Yours,  

Winston We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Portable 

Appliance Tester  prior to being offered 

for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in a  

reasonable condition  

On Saturday 6th August we will be taking part in The Stockport Cats 
Protection League Family Fun Day at Torkington Park, Hazel Grove, 
where we will have a fund raising stall. It all kicks off at 11.00 a.m.  

Keep your eyes open for our banner and say hello. 
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www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven 

As the lighter nights started to appear so to our new fund raising season started with the usual Spring 
Fair held at The Hollies Scout Hut on 20th March.  Although the day went well the footfall was certainly 

less than on previous occasions and the whole event seemed a lot quieter than we are used to, which 
was reflected in the days take. (This could have been something to do with the fact that on the same day 

there were two Manchester football teams playing each other in the Premier League!) Still OUR show 
had to go on and at the end of the day we had boosted our funds by a little under £830.00.  

Three weeks later and we were once again in action, this time we were on the other side of the borough 
at Woodford Community Centre where, on 10th April, we staged the first of this years “Fun Dog 

Shows” .  Although there had been some terrible wet weather leading up to this event we had been 
checking the weather forecast daily and it was looking promising that this particular Sunday was going to 
be a nice day.  On the Saturday before there was once again some torrential downpours but the forecast 
was still looking favourable and so when we awoke early on the Sunday morning to lovely blue skies and 

sunshine we felt really lucky.  Arriving in Woodford at 8.00 a.m. it was decided that the whole event 
would be set up outside, so the gazebos and fund raising stalls began to sprout up on the edge of the 
main field in preparation for our helpers arriving to man them.  The “Show Ring” was also staked out in 
the centre of the field although the ground underfoot was a little soft, to say the least.  As the morning 
went on the weather got even better and as people began to arrive we felt that this was going to be a 

good day. And so it proved the car park was full to capacity and people were milling around the stalls and 
sitting out in the sunshine with refreshments, the only downside was that by the end of the afternoon the 

“Show Ring” had been reduced to a quagmire and the final couple of classes had to be judged away 
from this area.  Despite the conditions under foot everybody was saying what a lovely day it had been 
and that they had thoroughly enjoyed it. We were also very pleased when we totalled up the proceeds 

from the day which were a very healthy £1225.00.  

On two consecutive Thursdays in May (5th & 12th) we were at The Ring O’Bells, Marple, as we had 
once again been nominated as the beneficiary charity for their quiz nights on these dates and were pre-

sented with £174.00, being proceeds from the two nights. In addition to this one of our long standing sup-
porters, Julie (most of you will know her as Winstons Mum, as in “Sir Winston of Woodbank”), was lucky 
enough to win a raffle which entitled her to choose between a meal for two at the pub or risk picking and 
opening a box for the prize inside.  Luckily for us Julie picked a box and opened it to find £50.00, which 

she very kindly donated to our cause. 

In May our 12 month association with the Marks & Spencer store on Commercial Road in Hazel Grove 
came to an end.  After being nominated as their “Charity of the Year” for the previous 12 months we were 
very pleased to receive a cheque for £1152.10. Our thanks go to all the staff and customers for their sup-

port for our cause throughout the year.  

As we moved into June yet another, by now, annual event for us came along on Saturday 18th when it 
was Marple Carnival Day. As usual we once again had a fund raising stall in the Memorial Park and 

also held, thanks to our very good friend Jane Waterfield, one of the carnivals main attractions the “Fun 
Dog Show”.  There were one or two concerns on the day about the timing of the dog show as it collided 

with the start of the carnival parade and poor Jane was panicking, however her worries were soon 
aborted when people started to arrive to register their dogs. At the end of yet another long day the com-

bined total raised for our cause, by the stall and the dog show, was a very healthy £368.89.  
(Thanks Jane & Paul for all your efforts on our behalf at not only this event, but at all the fun dog shows, your expertise 

keeps things running smoothly! Thanks also to all our helpers and supporters at all our events throughout the year) 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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For two consecutive      
Thursdays 6th & 13th October     

~ 8.30 p.m. Start ~ 
Get a group of your friends to make 
up a team enjoy a night out and help 

fundraise for Otterspool @                                    

The Ring O’Bells 
130, Church Lane, Marple, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Dog Show Register on 

the day from  

1.00 (Judging 1.30);  

Entry Fee £2.00 per    

class or £5 for as      

many classes as          

you want.  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet 

Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, 

Tombola etc. 

Ample On Site Parking  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ;  

Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

Refreshments, Various Stalls, 

Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-

Brac, Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample On Site Parking  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p.  

Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

CHESTER ROAD 

WOODFORD 

STOCKPORT 

SK7 1PS 

Fun Dog Show &   

autumn Fair 

Sunday 25th September 

Bramhall Cricket Club, Church Lane, Woodford, 

Stockport, SK7 1PE. 

12.00 Noon ~ 3.00 p.m.  

Dog Show Register on the day from 11.30 a.m. 

(To enter ; £2.00 per class or £5 for as many classes as you want)  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-

Brac, Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample Parking Available On Site 

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

  

You can now find us on Twitter 

@OtterspoolHaven 


