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We will start with the bad news first.  Many of you know Winston who has written Winston’s Words in our 
newsletters for many years.  We are sad so say that in May Winston was put to sleep whilst his Mum 
Julie held him in her arms.   Winston had recently enjoyed a holiday in Llandudno with his Mum and 
Auntie Linda.  He had been to see a cardiologist before this as his health was 
deteriorating.  We must now remember the happy times that Winston had; 
even when he was at the kennels he had many outings once attending Hay-
field Carnival as the Otterspool Mascot.  He was a firm favourite with the dog 
walkers and was often booked up for outings at the weekends.  Julie who was 
to become his Mum came every weekend to walk him and was delighted 
when she was able to offer him a home.  They both had a very happy life to-
gether going for long walks and attending our fairs.  Winston loved to be in 
the limelight and draw the raffle.  He also had a large selection of rosettes he 
had won at our dog shows.  Winston was such a happy little dog and touched 
the hearts of many. It has been said that he was a legend and he certainly was! 

Hello from Otterspool once again.  We are over half way through the year and so 
much has happened.  We have some very sad news and some happier news for you.   

“Gone But Never Forgotten” 

Unfortunately we have more sad news.  Billie a very friendly puss who had been fostered by Katie, 
Mike and family for some time has also had to be put to sleep.  I was found that he had a mass in his 
mouth; the kindest thing for him was to let him go to sleep.  Billie had a lovely happy home with Katie 
and Mike and we would like to say thank you for having him. . . . . . . . . . . Now for some happier news; 
We had been hoping for a perfect home to come along for our special boy Harry the greyhound.  He 
required someone to spoil him and treat him like a baby but also someone who was strong enough to 
hold on to him when something small and furry crossed his path!  Our dreams came true in April when 
Mr. and Mrs Sellars came along to meet Harry.  They had given a home to one of our dogs Big Bob 
many years ago so we knew Harry’s size wasn’t a problem.  Harry now has his own settee, his own bed 
and his own boat to go on holidays on.  We are over the moon for him. Here his a little something Harry 
has written himself. . . . “Hi to all my friends at Otterspool.  I’m Harry I lived at Otterspool for over a year.  
I have a new Mum and Dad now Ruth and Mike.  I have been on holidays with Mum and Dad they have 
a little cruiser.  We went to a place call Bugsworth at Easter.  It was a long sail but Mum said I have 
been very good for my first time.  Mum says we are going on the boat again soon I can’t wait!  One night 
when Mum got up to go to the loo I jumped on her bed and wouldn’t get off.  It was very comfy.  I have 
two beds but Mums was better than mine.  She wasn’t happy  I want to thank everyone at Otterspool for 
looking after me.  I am glad Mum and Dad picked me.  I am very happy I have my own beds but like to 
sleep with my Dad.  I can go anywhere in the the house I like, Dad takes me lots of walks.  So I am very 
happy.  I can’t wait to go on my holidays again soon.”  . . . . . . . . . . . “Lots of love, woofs, barks & kisses 
to everyone.”    Harry   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Greyhounds make such lovely pets as long as there are no small furry animals in the family.  We have 
another one looking for a home that is not quite as confident as Harry.  Blitz is three years old and is 
looking for a special home with someone who has a lot of patience and understanding.  She is a very 
shy girl with people until she gets to know them, however she would be happy to live in a home with an-
other dog in fact this would probably give her more confidence.  If you have a large fenced in garden 
where Blitz could build up a relationship with you before you took her out for walks that would be great. 
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Have you spotted Archie 
yet?  He’s up to his usual 
trick hiding somewhere 
in  this  newsletter  

WANTED ! 

“. . . . . .Topsy only had three 

legs, she had been in a Road 

Traffic  Accident when she 

had been nursing her previous 

litter of kittens”. . . . . . . 

It is difficult to know where to start with the amount of 
cats we have taken in over the last few months.  We 
do however have to say how lucky we consider our-
selves to have found homes for the cats and kittens 
we have taken in.  First of all we took in Cleo and her 
family of five four week old kittens. Cleos  owners had   

been told that their cat was a male and it hadn’t become apparent that she wasn’t until she produced five 
kittens.  Three of her kittens were white with one black one and one tabby.  We thought that everyone 
would want the white ones but no one seemed interested with more people wanting the black one which is 
very unusual.  Fortunately by the time they were nine weeks old all but one of the white ones had homes 
to go to.  This little girl stayed with her Mum until the beginning of July when they both went to a home to-
gether with the Fields family who had kittens from us nearly eighteen years ago.  In between this time we 
received a call from a gentleman who was renovating a property he owned.  A cat had turned up and had 
three kittens in one of the rooms.  He had managed to re-home the mother and one of the kittens but still 
had two kittens left.  As they were old enough we got them into the vets for their first vaccinations and 
then they came to join us here at Otterspool.  Brother and sister both black and long haired we called 
them Jack and Jill.  Fortunately they weren’t with us long when the Scorah family came along and offered 
them a home.  They have now been named Hex and Jinx.  Next to leave us was Hattie, we had been 
contacted by the Marshall family who wanted a cat that would be happy to live with two young children.  
Hattie was such a calm and friendly cat we thought she would be perfect and we weren’t wrong she has 
settled in and made herself very much at home.  It isn’t happy endings for all the cats and dogs in our 
care.  Princess had come into us last September.  She was a frail poor looking thing then but had quite a 
lot of spirit and determination.  She was eating well and kept well with medication.  Suddenly her spirit 
started to fade and we felt it was time for her to say goodbye.  We are happy though that we made the last 
months of her life as comfortable as we could.  We had received quite a few enquiries about our big boy 
Noah who was a friendly boy but could play a bit rough.  It was for this reason that we wouldn’t put him in 
a home with small children.  We received an enquiry about him from Judith and her Husband who were 
very keen to come along and meet Noah.  He showed his true colours play fighting very rough but this did 
not deter them.  Noah has been living with them for a while now and is enjoying the freedom of going out 
except for getting himself stuck up a tree!  We now had a few empty cat pens but this wasn’t to be for 
long.  We had a cry for help from a lady who had 17 cats/kittens in her house.  Things were getting out of 
control.  We couldn’t take everything at once and she did want some of them returned to her once they 
had been neutered.  On our first visit we brought away a six year old female Missy who was to be re-
turned once neutered.  Missy had given birth too many kittens during her six years.  One cat Volley with 
four five week old kittens and one cat Topsy with four three day old kittens.  Topsy only had three legs, 
she had been in an RTA when she had been nursing her previous litter of kittens.  Fortunately Missy had 
taken over rearing them for her.  Volley, Topsy and their kittens were to stay with us to be re homed.  Both 
sets of Mums and babies settled in well with us though Topsy was quite protective of hers and would 
growl when we went near to her with them though she never actually did anything if we touched them.   

This poor girl had been through so much.  A few months 
previously we had been contacted by Sarah who was 
very interested in giving our lovely boy Tyrion a home.  
Unfortunately she couldn’t take him until the end of May.  
We explained to her that we couldn’t keep him for two 
months but if he was still here when the time came we 
would be happy for her to have him.  Fortunately for 
Sarah and her partner, Tyrion didn’t go anywhere and 
they were delighted to have him.  That left us with an-
other free space but not for long.  After she had been 
spayed and got over her operation we returned Missy to 
her home and came away with three of her . . . . . Contd. Pg. 3 
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“Their Lives Are In Our Hands - They Trust In Us” 

. . . “as be got older we noticed 
that he did not seem to be able to 
hear which can happen with white 

cats” . .  

We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Port-

able Appliance Tester  prior to being 

offered for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

From Pg. 2 . . nine week old kittens put two of her six month old kittens that were to be neutered and eventually 
go back home.  The three nine week old kittens went into the vets for their first vaccinations, flea treat-
ment and worming.  They had been health checked and were ready to go off to a home.  We couldn’t be-
lieve how lucky we were when Sophie and her family offered to give a home to all three of them together.  
They are now called Peppa, Enzo and Darcy and are ruling the house.  We always impress upon people 
that we will take back any animal that we have homed with them  

if things don’t work out.  This was the case with Jasmine who 
had been re-homed in February with Val and her cat called 
Millie that had come from us some years ago.  Jasmine and 
Millie just weren’t getting on at all so Jasmine has come back 
to us.  Jasmine is such a lovely special girl and we hope that 
she can soon find her right home.  With the two cats from the 
home of 17, neutered, recuperated and ready to be returned  

we only had one last cat to neuter and return.  This was Sox whom we picked up and took into the vets.  
Unfortunately Sox had a number of health issues that needed to be sorted out so in the end his owner de-
cided it was better for him to stay with us where he could get the treatment he needed.  Lily had been with 
us for some months and a lot of people came to look at her but somehow she was overlooked.  Though 
she seemed to hate other cats she was very friendly with people.  Also her different coloured eyes made 
her stand out.  Valerie and her husband took to Lily the moment they met her.  It just shows the right 
home is worth waiting for.  Volleys kittens were like something off a box of chocolates and it wasn’t long 
before we had people wanting to adopt them as soon as their first vaccinations were done at 9 weeks.  
Two went together Rusty and Dusty and the other two made their entrance into the big world alone with-
out Mum.  They have been called Milo and Poppy.  All are very happy and we just have their Mum now 
waiting for a special home.  Our other Mum Topsy and her family had been doing well and three of the 
kittens had been spoken for.  The little white kitten that had not got a home to go to was full of mischief.  
However as be got older we noticed that he did not seem to be able to hear which can happen with white 
cats.  We thought how nice it would be for him to go to a home with his Mum as they both had a disability.  
We put a video of them on face book asking if anyone would be willing to take them together.  Fortunately 
this video caught the eye of Charlie the Vet from Evergreen Vets at Ponyton.  Charlie and her Husband 
already have one white deaf cat plus other cats that have been in need and took their hearts.  Also a very 
young friendly Dalmatian.  We couldn’t believe our luck when we got this home for them.  They are now 
called Peggy, Sue and Marve.  Two of the other kittens have gone to a home together and one on her 
own.   A lot of the litters of kittens we have in have three females to one male.  If these litters are not let 
together and not neutered it doesn’t take long for more and more unwanted litters to be produced.  We 
always make arrangements for kittens to be neutered when they are old enough at our expense. This is to 
help stop the hundreds of unwanted litters that are born every year and end up living their lives in misery. 
New to join us has been a cat we have now called Beryl who was found straying locally.  We advertised 
her and thought that with her lovely nature someone would come forward for her.  Sadly no one has, she 
is an older girl and would be happy to curl up on someone’s knee.  Also Jackson who is 10 months old.  
This boy is a delight but unfortunately his owners were made homeless and had to give him up.  As this 
newsletter goes to print we have taken in two other ginger and white boys Freddie and Spice.  These two 
have been living quite happily outside a rented property where they have been fed.  Unfortunately a new 
neighbour who has moved in has taken a great exception to them being there so they have had to be 
moved. 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind them.  With plenty of 
“TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of time when the right opportunity arises,  

re - home.  We presently have 4 dogs, 15 cats in our care, some of which have been with us for several years, and others have 
joined us more recently:- 

Dogs 

Blitz  Greyhound   Aged   3  years 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged   9  years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged 10  years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged   7  years 

 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged  12  months 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged    3  years 

Beryl  Black & White   Aged    8  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged    2  years 

Freddie  Ginger & White   Aged    4  years 

George  Black    Aged    1  year 

Jackson  White & Black   Aged  11  months 

Jasmine  Black & White   Aged    2  years 

Merlin  Black    Aged  18  months 

Mimi  Black    Aged  15  years 

Pepper  Black    Aged    1  year 

Poppy  Black    Aged    2  years 

Sox  Black & White   Aged    3  years 

Spice  Ginger & White    Aged    2  years 

Volley  Ginger & White   Aged    2  years 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted 
animal and with luck be able to report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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A selection of 

Cards all in 

Packs of 10 

A 

B 

C D 

We now have a selection of Cards available which can be bought at all our upcoming events or they can 

be posted to you.  ~  Card “A” is a bespoke card of our very own Greyhound “Harry” who found his forever 

home earlier this year.  

Please Note; Postage & Packing is an  

additional £1.20 Per Pack of 10 Cards.            

Card A ~ £4.50   ;   Card B ~ £4.00 

Card C ~ £4.00   ;   Card D ~ £4.00 

Orders along with a cheque to Otterspool Animal Haven to the address on the front of the newsletter 

Also available from the same address for Collection by Arrangement and from 

The Albany Veterinary Clinic, Stockport, SK2 7AE or Blossoms Kennels, Woodford, SK7 1RE. 

Shown Left & Right are 

the internal / rear details 

of the cards. The be-

spoke card “A” also tells 

of Harry’s trials &    

tribulations during his 

time with us. 

Rocky the yorkie has now been with me for 3 years. 4 lots of surgery and some troublesome skin and 
ear problems down the line and the old fellow is still going strong!  This year he has had a small cyst 
removed from his eye and as with all his previous operations recovered in record time and I was sum-
moned post haste to collect him before he tried to dig his way out of the crate!  I do think that he is 
probably  older than the age his previous owners son gave us , which was 10 in July 2014,He is a 
really cheeky chappy and was probably loved by his owner until she could no longer care for him. He 
has a repertoire of tricks but is selective as to who he shows off for; when my neighbours stop to talk 
to my boys Rocky just averts his head and says ‘lets get on with finding lots of things to sniff’.. He 
adores my daughter and she gets the full performance every time.  This cheeky chappy has certainly 
overcome many health problems and is only just starting to slow down. His eyesight is not good and 
he struggles with stairs, mainly going down, but still manages going up ; thank heaven for stair gates.  
Rocky keeps my daxi boys in line and still likes a rough and tumble with them but very much on his 
terms. He doesn’t like the cats, especially Alice, and completely ignores them.He is a wonderful little 
character and we all hope he will soldier on for many years to come. 

Alice the little grey cat  is very active and agile and now has checkups only every 4 months. It is now 
sometime since she needed x rays and she only has a vitamin D supplement daily and her calcium 
levels are consistently within the normal range.  Alice really dislikes my 3 old cats but loves my daxi 
boys and I am constantly amazed at how tolerant they are if her. Having said that I never takes risks 
with her and they are never left alone or with food.  As ever this funny little cat functions best with rou-
tines and becomes very stressed with change. She can sometimes react badly to sudden movememt 
but noise doesn’t bother her and she also dislikes being picked up or held and it throws her off bal-
ance.  Alice likes playing with toys and has an excellent appetite and loves treats Her life as a house 
cat may have certain restrictions but she has a good quality of life and has made so much progress 
since the days when her future looked bleak and she was the tiny kitten with the wobbly head. 
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www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven 

Well here we are in August and after a few quieter weeks we are now preparing for our next major fundraisers 
as advertised on the back page of this newsletter.  That however is not to say that we haven’t been busy on 
the fundraising front since our last report.  As we entered March we received a very generous donation from 
our friends at Marple Veterinary Centre who had held a raffle on our behalf and raised an amazing £200.00. 

Still in March and once again it was time for our first major event of the new year viz. our Spring Fair which 
was held on Sunday 19th March at the usual venue of The Hollies Scout Hut.  Although not as busy as 
usual after sitting down at the end of the day to count up the takings we were very pleased with a total of 

£954.90 and as has happened on many occasions previously this figure was enhanced by a further £45.10 by 
a donation from two of our long standing supporters and stall holders Beryl & Ray, which made  a very re-

spectable final figure for the event of £1000.00. 

Just three weeks later on Sunday 9th April we were out in force again, this time for our first Fun Dog Show 
of the year at Woodford Community Centre and we really couldn’t have ordered better weather.  As the sun 
shone down the car park began to fill and everybody, owners & dogs, looked to be having a really enjoyable 

time in the warm Spring sunshine.  The ladies in the kitchen were working flat out serving up, bacon rolls, 
sandwiches, hot & cold drinks along with various other goodies to tempt the taste buds!  At the end of a very 
pleasant day we had boosted our funds by £1149.00, but that wasn’t all a few days later we received yet an-

other top up donation, from Beryl & Ray, of £51.00 to make the total raised up to £1200.00. 

In early June we received a phone call, completely out of the blue, from the Waitrose store in Aldereley 
Edge.  The lady explained that we had been one of the stores nominated charities and if we would arrange to 
go along to the store that they would like to present us with a cheque for £300.00.  Needless to say Margaret, 
our Chairperson, was dispatched to do the honours, although what the people of Alderley Edge thought when 

she arrived straight from the kennels in her dog walking gear and Wellington boots, is anybodies guess!  

  Later in the month, Saturday 17th June to be precise, we were once again on our travels, this time it was to 
Marple Carnival.  As we have done for many years now we had a fund raising stall and also arranged the 
carnivals own Fun Dog Show. We do have to admit that the arranging of this and indeed all of our Fun Dog 
Shows is down to the hard work of our friends Jane & Paul Waterfield, who we can’t thank enough. On an-

other note our apologies go to Jane after our portable speaker system refused to work and poor Jane had to 
do her best shouting voice as she was in competition with the carnival PA System across the field! However I 
digress, we are very happy to report that thanks to everybody’s hard work on the day we managed to raise 

£311.76 which has since increased to £391.76 following receipt of a cheque from the Carnival Committee for 
£80.00.  

As we entered July, we had once again been selected to be the beneficiaries of two Quiz Nights at The Ring 
O’Bells pub in Marple. This time the dates were Thursday 6th & 13th July and we were the very grateful 

recipients of £168.00.  

Later in July we also received a cheque from Support Adoption for Pets, part of Pets at Home Ltd., for 
£75.00 from their Summer fund raising drive. This was a very kind gesture from Support Adoption for Pets as 
we had failed to meet the required criteria of attending our partner Pets at Home store for 3 sessions (we only 
managed 2) during the course of the fund raising.  If any one could help us out by attending a session at any 
future event we would love to hear from you. It would simply be a case of a presence in the store, for a few 

hours, with a collection box and handing out a few newsletters and it would mean that we would receive a far 
greater portion of the events proceeds. 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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Fun Dog Show & Autumn FAir 
Sunday 24th September 

Bramhall Cricket Club, Church Lane, Woodford, Stockport, SK7 1PQ. 

12.00 Noon ~ 3.00 p.m.  

Dog Show Register on the day from 1.00 p.m. 
(To enter ; £2.00 per class per dog or £5 for as many classes as you want with the same dog)  

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, Tombola etc. 

Ample Parking Available On Site 

Admission;  

Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

Dog Show Register on the day from  

1.00 p.m. (Judging 1.30 p.m.); Entry Fee 
£2.00 per dog, per class or £5 for as many 

classes as you want with the same dog. 

Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Books, 

Tombola etc. ~ Ample On Site Parking  

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ~ Pedestrians ~ 50p. 


