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Happy new year to everyone and we would as usual like to thank
everyone for your Christmas Donations and good wishes. It is heart
warming to know that people appreciate the work that we do.
We were very sad to have to say goodbye to Mimi at the end of 2017. Mimi came
into us in 2013 at the age of 16 when her owner passed away. She spent a short
time in the cattery before Carole one of our loyal supporters offered to foster her. Mimi
was on treatment for both thyroid and kidney problems but still flew around the house like a
spring chicken. She was very happy with Carole and we would like to thank her for giving
Mimi such happy final years. The last cat we re homed in 2017 was Jasmine who was the
35th cat to be homed in 2017. It took a little time for Jasmine to settle down with Oscar the
elderly cat in the house but they now get along fine. Things went very quiet at the beginning of this year and we wondered if we would ever home any cats at all. Fortunately we
were wrong and all of a sudden we had a rush of people wanting to give our cats homes.
Beryl a very unassuming nice natured girl had been with us for quite sometime. A lot of
“Kitty”
people were put off her as she was older which was a shame because all she wanted was
a nice comfortable home. We are very pleased to say that she found one in January and is happily settled
with her new Mum. They are great company for each other. In December we received a call from a lady
about a mother cat and three big kittens that had been left behind when a neighbour moved. The cats
were being fed but no one was able to get hold of them. We went along with the trap and it was fairly
easy to get the first cat as they were being fed in a shed and we just put the trap in there and soon had
our first cat which was the mum. Once in the trap she was quite relaxed and was no trouble in the vets.
After being spayed she came back to Otterspool to recuperate after her operation. We had told the lady
that if we were not able to handle any of the cats they would have to be returned to her. She was more
than happy with this arrangement as long as she didn’t end up with a colony of cats on her doorstep.
Nancy as we called her turned out to be really friendly and craved attention. Nancy had only been with us
for a couple of weeks when Lindi came along looking for a cat to join her family. As she was really taken
with Nancy she asked if she could bring her Husband back to meet her. Both were really smitten with her
and the following weekend Nancy went of to be part of a new home. To say they are delighted with her is an understatement. It is now four weeks since she left us and she has
just started to have lessons using the cat flap. The bad weather of late has stopped us
trying to trap the other three. Since their mum was trapped in the shed they have refused
to venture in there even for food. We are hoping next week will give us an opportunity to
trap them. In September 2017 we were delighted to find a home for Poppy and Merlin.
They had spent so much time with us it was a relief to find them a home together. Merlin
had been re named Oscar and we thought everything was going well. In February of this
year we were sad to hear from Christina their new mum that they would have to be returned as her other cat had hardly been out from under the bed since Poppy and Oscar
went to live there. There was no doubt that she had given things plenty of time to settle
“Sheldon” down. We never want re home an animal at the expense of the one . . . . . . . . . . Contd. Pg. 2
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. . . . that is already living there being unhappy so we said we would make arrangements for Poppy and
Oscar to come back. As chance had it that very same day we received a phone call from a lady who was
looking for a house cat for her daughter. We mentioned Poppy and Oscar as Oscar had not yet been outside and Poppy was more than happy to be a house cat. After speaking to her daughter the lady rang
back and said that it was possible that she would give a home to two. Rather than put Poppy and Oscar
through the stress of coming back to us then going out again we arranged for them to be visited in the
home they were in. Though Oscar was a little nervous when they went to meet them they were more than
happy with them and we transported Poppy, Oscar all their luggage and Helen their new mum and her
mum to their new home that day. We have been in regular contact and they have settled really well. We
could not believe how lucky they were. Christina was heartbroken to part with them but this was the best
solution for everyone concerned. Last year we re homed
Volley the mother of one of our litter of kittens with Merlin another cat from Otterspool. We say with Merlin
there was also Karen and James in his family but Merlin
was the one who had to put up with his new sister and
share his home with her. Volley was re named Ivy and
things settled down quite well though when it was time
for her to go out Ivy refused to use the cat flap. Merlin
was in and out of it, often nipping into the Otterspool
kitchen seeing what delights were available to compensate for the special diet he was on. It was surprising at
one point that he could even get though the cat flap he

. . . . Ivy refused to use the cat flap.
Merlin was in and out of it, often
nipping into the Otterspool
kitchen seeing what delights were
available to compensate for
the special diet he was on.

was getting so large. However it seemed that almost over night Merlin started to lose weight. In January
he was taken into the vets and after bloods test and a scan it was found he had a growth in his intestine.
From being diagnosed Merlin went down hill rapidly and passed away at home. He was such a larger
than life cat and has left a big gap in everyone’s life. Not long after Merlin had gone Karen and James
came to give another cat a home. Not to replace Merlin as this would never be possible but because
there was another cat needing a home. This lucky cat was Jackson, Ivy didn’t welcome him in quite as
graciously as Merlin welcomed her but she tolerates him. Jackson has now started going outside and
uses the cat flap no problem. Ivy still hasn’t got the hang of it! Beautiful Kitty was still waiting for a home
when her previous owner contacted her to say that she knew a lady that would be perfect for her. We had
a word with Betty the new prospective owner who had recently lost her cat and couldn’t wait to have Kitty
move in with her. We arranged a home check and everything was just what we wanted for Kitty no other
cats and a nice quiet loving environment. Betty couldn’t have wished for a nicer companion and Kitty
couldn’t have wished for a nicer home. Next to leave us was Woody who went to join Matt and his family.
Though a little worried when he got to his home Woody soon found where his food was and a nice lap to
sleep on. Woody craves attention and we are certain he will get plenty with this family. At the beginning
of this year we were contacted by two of our supporters Pat and Tony. Though they lived
“Merlin” on a busy road they wanted to give a home to two cats. As our policy is not to home on
such roads as it is with many other rescues they had decided to have a run built on from
their back door into their garden. This would give the cats the best of both worlds. When
the work had been done we were asked to go along and inspect. What a professional
job it was just right to keep the cats safe but let them have a taste of the outside world.
Pat and Tony didn’t mind which two cats they had but we decided that Freddie and
Spice would be ideal for them. These two boys had spent much of their lives outside
and had settled down very well into our pens, they were just happy to be warm and fed.
Pat and Tony are delighted with these two boys and have renamed them Bob and Amos.
They have settled down beautifully and made the house their own. As everyone knows
the end of February saw some terrible weather conditions. We were contacted about two
cats in separate situations that were living out in the freezing cold conditions. We were
only too pleased to bring these two in one was a tortie we have called Tabitha who is
“The Kitchen
only a young girl and the other we have named Thomas who is slightly older. Thomas is
Visitor”
tabby and white and is quite a shy boy where . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Contd. Pg. 3
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. . . Tabitha is extremely friendly. Both are going in to be neutered as this newsletter goes to print. We
have also been joined by a very handsome young man called Simon. This poor boy had been thrown out
on the street when his owners were evicted. Neighbours had taken him in but were unable to keen him.
Simon is a very friendly boy and will be a delight to own. We must not overlook Cassie who came into us
just as our last newsletter went to print. Sadly Cassie’s owner had died and she was in need of somewhere to go. We have had to have a lot of dental work done on her to get her ready for a new home but
she is now in perfect health and waiting for the perfect home. Cassie is a very friendly cat and would settle in to a home with older children quite happily.
In our last newsletter we thought we had found the perfect home for Pip our greyhound. Unfortunately though
Pip had not put a foot wrong she found herself back in kennels. Sometimes things happen for the right
reason as it was only a couple of weeks after Pip had returned that we received a phone call from Rick
who had given a home to Rizla a lurcher that we had some seven years ago. Rick was very sad to say
that Rizla had been put to sleep and how sad he was to have lost such a wonderful boy. He was not
really looking for another dog but Pip came into the conversation and he asked if he could come and see
her. It wasn’t long after meeting her that Pip moved in with Rick and his family. That was in November
and Pip has made herself blissfully at home. Greyhounds make
such wonderful pets as long as you don’t have cats or anything
. . taken into the vets to
else small and furry in the house. For anyone else who would
have her microchip read.
consider giving a home to one we have the lovely Buddy waitWhen the owners were
ing for the right home. With the power of Face book we have
traced
they didn’t want
been fortunate to re home a few dogs without them having the
stress of going into kennels. One such dog was little Eddie the
this poor girl
Jack Russell whose owner was no longer able to keep him in
his flat. Eddie is now with a new family where he is very happy.
Another Jack Russell looking for a home is Pippa who had been taken into the vets to have her micro
chip read. When the owners were traced they didn’t want this poor girl. Fortunately Ellie has volunteered
to foster Pippa, this is what she has to say about her; “Pippa has been in foster over the weekend
after being given up to us. She seems very used to being in the home environment, quickly finding
herself a comfy spot for a snooze. She's a very affectionate dog who just wants to be with people,
is house trained and is happy to sleep in her crate over night. Out on walks, Pippa is unsure of
other doggie encounters and makes this known vocally. Pippa will need help building her confidence outside of the home. Her foster Mum has already started working on strategies to reduce
this nervousness and we hope with time and stability we will see a great improvement. It's still
early days for Pippa but her loving nature is already showing.”
We now accept donations of

It is always much easier to re home small dogs
and when we were asked to try to find a home
for Arlo a Chihuahua cross we had a lot of interest in him. A home check is going ahead for
him prior to this newsletter going to print and
hopefully he will have found his forever home.

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :# Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment
# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes
# Tombola Prizes
# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors

electrical items, which are
tested using a fully calibrated Portable Appliance Tester prior to being
offered for sale in our shop.
Please think of us if you are replacing
electrical items that are still in a
reasonable condition

Please take 5 minutes to read the flyer that we have
included with this newsletter. If we can get every
recipient to pledge
just £1 to Andrews
“Virgin Money Giving”

page he should
easily reach his
target figure for this
epic journey.
Thank You
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Our Chairperson Margaret along with GSD Rosie,
(who was re-homed last year with one of our long
time supporters Judy), pictured receiving a cheque
from staff members at the Pets At Home,
Altrincham, Broadheath store following yet another
successful “Santa Paws Appeal”

“Sponsorship”
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind
them. With plenty of “TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of
time when the right opportunity arises, re - home. We presently have 6 dogs, 10 cats in our care, some
of which have been with us for several years, and others have joined us more recently:Dogs
Arlo
Blitz
Buddy
Frankie
Rocky
Shannon

Chihuahua Pug X
Greyhound
Greyhound
Staffie Cross
Yorkie
X ~ Breed

Aged 2
Aged 3
Aged 5
Aged 9
Aged 10
Aged 7

years
years
years
years
years
years

Cats
Alice
Autumn
Bubble
Cassie
George
Pepper
Sheldon
Simon
Tabitha
Thomas

Grey & White
Tortoiseshell
Tortoiseshell
Black & White (Long Haired)
Black
Black
White & Tabby
White & Tabby
Tortoiseshell
Tabby & White

Aged 2 years
Aged 4 years
Aged 3 years
Aged 4 years
Aged 4 years
Aged 4 years
Aged 1 year
Aged 14 months
Aged 8 months
Aged 2 years

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities. By agreeing
to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal. All that we ask is
a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly received. On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to
report many happy endings.
To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact:



Margaret Challinor ~ Tel. 0161 456 8515 or email ; otterspool@ntlworld.com

You can also help in other ways:



Offer a home to one of the animals



Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated



Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required



Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us”
‘Please note all Placements

If you would like to receive future copies of
our newsletter by email then please contact
us with your details at;

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘

otterspool@ntlworld.com
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In November we were contacted by a lady whose neighbour had passed away leaving his dog. Though she
was able to care for the dog for a short time she was unable to keep her for the rest of her days. We went
along to meet the dog who was called Nova and what a pleasant surprise we got. She was a small
lurcher type of around 11 years old who had the most lovely temperament and we were sure that a home
would quickly come along for her. After taking some photographs we posted them on our facebook page
and waited to see what response we got. At the same time we had been thinking about who may be suitable for Nova when Martin, Carole and Jackie came to mind as they had not long since lost their beloved
older dog Bobby. The family had recently had two kittens from us and now volunteer helping out with the
cats on a weekly basis. So without further ado we made the phone call and mentioned Nova to them.
Though they weren’t actively looking for another dog they were quite happy to go along and have a look in
the event that something suitable came in requiring that special home. The rest of our story, or should that

be Nova’s story, is history
really as after the family
went along to meet Nova
they instantly fell in love
with her and off she went to
her new home in Bramhall.
She has now been in her
new home for four months
and really loves her walks
in Bramhall Park.

WANTED !
Have you spotted Archie
yet? He’s up to his usual
trick hiding somewhere
in this newsletter

Little Alice is getting curiouser and curiouser rather like her namesake, and recently caused me
to have palpitations and a sit down with a strong cup of tea! Alice has to be a house cat because
her neurological problem causes her to have occasional erratic behaviours when she gets
spooked, which can be a loud noise or sudden movement. She doesn't respond to her name so
has access to my kitchen and conservatory and is very calm when my 3 dogs are around. I have
a very annoying tilt and slide back door and am very careful to ensure that Alice cannot go out or usually anyway! Last week I fed the dogs as usual then let them into the garden and was getting my tea when I suddenly thought “where's Alice”. I opened the back door to let the boys in
and in they came, three little dogs and one small grey cat! I now have a post it sticker on the back
door in big letters - MIND ALICE.
Dear old Rocky is still going strong and still maintaining his position as the elder statesman of the
house. When he came into my care three years ago it became evident that in his life he had been
taught some tricks and he has what we call his routine , balancing on his back legs then racing
round with toys and rolling on his back. He still commands respect from my daxi boys and gives
the cats a very clear message if they attempt to muscle in on his part of the sofa! Long may he
keep going!
Another date for your diaries; Bank Holiday
Monday 7th May when “The Friends of Lumb
Lane Park” in association with “I Love Bramhall”
& “I Love Cheadle Hulme” will be hosting “Paws
and Play in the Park 2018” at Lumb Lane Park,
Lumb Lane, Bramhall, Stockport, SK7 2BA

We will have a fund raising stall at the event
which gets underway at 12.00 noon, admission
is free and the organisers are planning a fabulous family day out with bars, food, market stalls
as well as a fun dog show! For more details visit;
www.facebook.com/FriendsofLumbLanePark/
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Since our last newsletter we have not got a great deal to mention of our Own fundraising events as we do
tend to “hibernate” for a month or so either side of Christmas, however we can report on our Christmas
Fair which was held on Sunday 12th November at the usual venue, The Hollies Scout Hut in Heaviley.
As ever we had yet another good turn out for this event, with many of our regular supporters in attendance
and at the end of the day we were very pleased with the total amount raised off £1110.00. (Some of our
regular attendees may have noticed the absence of two of our long time helpers at this event and it is with
much sadness that we must mention the passing of Marjorie Swain in August last year. Marjorie had
worked on our fairs for many years and her husband Peter was usually in charge of the door. Even as
she approached 90 and with the help of a walking frame Marjorie still managed to show us young ones
how it was done! Our thoughts were and still are with Peter.)
******

******

******

The day previous to the Christmas Fair, Saturday 11th November, we were in attendance at Marple
Methodist Church for a Charity Christmas Cards Morning, where along with other invited local charities we were selling, yes you’ve guessed it, our own selection of Christmas Cards. This event was more
of a Public Relations exercise than a Fund Raiser although we did sell several packs of cards and raised
£50.00
******

******

******

Thankfully recent fund raising efforts have not been limited to the above as we are very fortunate to have
many local supporters whose generosity never ceases to amaze us;
In December we were delighted to hear that The Hound Dog Grooming Spa, (60 Market St, Marple,
Stockport, SK6 7AD. ~ http://www.thehounddoggroomingspa.co.uk/), were running a raffle on our behalf
and just before Christmas we received a BACS transfer into our bank account for £110.00.
As we moved into the new year and in particular January we were very pleased to be remembered by our
old friends at O’ Neill Patient Solicitors in Hazel Grove, who over the years have been great supporters
of our cause, this time we received a cheque from the company for £1392.74.
February brought two further charitable donations;
Right at the start of the month, after we had been nominated by one of their members, we received a
cheque from the Stockport Christian Spiritualist Church for £500.00.
Just a couple of days later we were contacted by Pets At Home to say that there was a cheque waiting
for us at our Partner PAH Store in Altrincham following yet another successful “Santa Paws Appeal.” If
you recall we made an appeal in our last newsletter for volunteers to help by attending the Altrincham
store on our behalf and our thanks must go to Jane, Martin & Margaret for representing us in store over
a three day period, without whose help we would not have been eligible for the £1563.00 cheque that we
received. “We would also like to thank the wonderful staff at
the Altrincham, Broadheath PAH store for their continued
support, hard work and effort through this campaign.”
******

******

******

We can’t finish this section of our newsletter without mentioning
the local businesses that have supported us during the Christmas
period with pet food appeals, so our thanks go out too; Albany
Veterinary Clinic ~ Evergreen Veterinary Surgery ~ Marple
Veterinary Centre ~ Torkington Park Veterinary Centre ~
Royal Bank of Scotland, Hazel Grove.

www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven
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Sunday 25th March
(12.00 Noon ~ 2.00 p.m.)
The Hollies Scout Hut,
194 Buxton Road, Heaviley, Stockport,
SK2 7AE (Next door to The Albany Veterinary Clinic)

All the usual attractions ~ Various stalls : Groceries, Pet Foods, Cakes,
Bric-a-Brac, Good as New,
Books, Tombola, Etc.
Refreshments Available

SUNDAY 8th APRIL
WOODFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHESTER ROAD,
WOODFORD, STOCKPORT, SK7 1PS
Dog Show Register on the day from 1.00 p.m. ~ Entry Fee £2.00 per class OR £5 for as
many classes as you want, (with the same dog). Judging commences 1.30 p.m.
Refreshments, Various Stalls, Pet Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac,
Books, Tombola etc. ~ Ample Parking Available

Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p.

Saturday 16th June is Marple Carnival The Ring O’Bells
130, Church Lane,
M We will have a fund raising stall, located in C
Marple,
Memorial Park and will also be running the
8.30 p.m.
Fun Dog Show. See our Facebook page for further
Start

Marple

details nearer to the time.

Carnival

For two consecutive Thursdays ~ 15th & 22nd March

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor

