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At the end of December, Sue, who has worked at Otterspool for many years decided to hang up 
her wellington boots to go and work for her husband Tony.  We wish Sue well in the future and 
thank her for all the hard work and effort she has put in over the years.  We would like to wel-
come Sarah on board who will now be helping with the cattery.  Sarah had only been with us a 
short time and couldn’t resist giving a home to one of our kittens, who she named “Ivy” 

Happy New Year to everyone and we are pleased to say the start of the year has 

turned out quite well for us as we have found some lovely homes for many of our 

cats and kittens.  Never before have we had so many litters of kittens so closely 

together.  As one litter was homed another was waiting to fill the space.   

The dog situation is fairly quiet at the moment though there was one very 
good piece of news from last year.  Freddie our wonderful lurcher had been 
visited nearly every weekend by Alice who had certainly fallen in love with 

him.  Occasionally her partner, Luke, would come along with her and they 
would take Freddie out with his good friend Harry.  When he first came along with Alice, Luke was 
quite indifferent to Freddie but as time went by it was obvious that Freddie was beginning to get his paws 
around Luke’s heart as he had with Alice.  Eventually Freddie was invited for a sleepover with them.  He 
was returned the next morning as they were going to a family meal but was collected again before the 
kennels closed that evening.  After that Freddie never returned to the kennels and now has his paws firmly 
under their table.  Luke said he knew all along what the plan was and luckily for Freddie he didn’t try to 
stop it!  Last year poor Harry had quite a hard time with a culmination of having a lot of dental work done 
and also being stung by a wasp.  Harry was quite poorly at the time and we were very worried about him.  
Eventually he made a full recovery and was back to his naughty comical self.  There was still a big black 
shadow hanging over us that Harry still had to have more dental work done on the other side of his mouth.  
At the end of January Harry packed his case and went to spend a couple of nights at the vets. We are 
pleased to say everything went very smoothly this time and we are grateful to Audrey who had him at her 
house for a couple of nights to recuperate.  Audrey normally has Frankie at home but we are sure Frankie 
wouldn’t have minded giving his settee up for a couple of nights to help his friend Harry.  Harry has also 
spent the odd evening with Judy where he loves to sprawl out on her settee.  His only wish is a settee of 
his own.  If anyone could offer him a home with it he would be more than happy though he would not be 
happy to share it with any small furry things! 

Freddie & Luke get 

in the Xmas spirit !! 

In our last newsletter we had just said goodbye to Char-
lotte’s kittens which meant that Charlotte herself was left 
now waiting for the right person to come along and give 

her a home. Sure enough Barbara came along and fell for her straight away.  Charlotte 
is now very happy and settled in her new home and has put giving birth to litters of kit-
tens behind her.  We now had Olivia and her four kittens to see too, they were getting 
bigger and would soon need more space.  A lady had put her name on two of these kit-
tens but changed her mind at the last minute due to work commitments.  This put us in 
a bit of a difficult position as we now needed to separate them from Olivia to prepare 
her for being spayed.  Fortunately Liz offered to foster the kittens for us short term and 
this gave us the breather we needed.  This made life easier but we still had a lot on our 
plate.   We had accepted two big kittens that we called  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .contd. Pg. 2  
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Have you spotted Archie 

yet?  He’s up to his usual 

trick hiding somewhere 

in  this  newsletter  

WANTED ! 

Jasmine was very stressed out 

by her journey here and was quite 

nasty with her kittens this 

was quite worrying . . .  

 Heather and Albert from what was becoming quite a large colony in someone’s 
back garden.  Along with Heather and Albert we also took Lucy their Grandmother.   The Stockport Cats Pro-
tection also took some of these cats and neutered them all.  Had they been left to carry on they would have 
bred and bred causing more suffering for the poor cats 

Luckily all but one of Olivia’s kittens was homed from 
Liz.  Bodhi Ray as Elsa called him was the first to go 
and though he was a little shy at first he has completely 
come out of his shell now.  When Megan and her Mum 
came to see the older cats there was no doubt in their 
minds that they preferred a kitten when they went to on 
to meet them at Liz’s house.  They picked the white and 
black little girl and called her Martha.  We received a 
phone call from a lady called Pat who was eager to get  

a kitten for her son’s partner’s birthday.  This lady was under the impression that she could just collect the kit-
ten and take it off as a birthday present.  We explained that we didn’t work like that and that home checks must 
be done and we must meet the person we are homing with.  Everything worked out in the end and Sophie was 
delighted with her present even though it wasn’t quite the surprise they had wanted for her.  This little girl had 
now been called Ludo.  The last kitten came back to us for a short time before finding a home.  Fairly quickly 
he went to live with Chloe and her family and has become a good friend of their dog Dexter.  He is now called 
Angus and has made a handsome boy.  Sophie one of our volunteers asked if we could take a Mother and 
four kittens from a lady that was unable to take care of them.  When Jasmine arrived with her litter we soon 
discovered that there were five kittens!  Jasmine was very stressed out by her journey here and was quite 
nasty with her kittens this was quite worrying but she eventually settled down when she realised that we were-
n’t going to hurt her or them.  The kittens were now three weeks old and we once again had the task of finding 
a home for another litter.  During this time we had a phone call from Julie who had seen the kittens on Face-
book and was keen to give two a home when they were old enough to leave their Mother.  Julie came along to 
see them and her only concern was that she worked full time and that they would only be young when they left.  
We then showed her Heather and Albert who were five months old and much bigger.  Also they had already 
been neutered and had their first vaccination.  These two were like a couple of film stars and she fell for them 
immediately.  They have now been re named Molly and Arthur.  However all was not lost with Jasmines kit-
tens and we received plenty of enquiries about them.  At nine weeks they had their first vaccinations and as 
they had been checked over by the vet were ready to go off to their new homes.  They were all spoken for by 
this time all except for one whom Sarah who is now working in our cattery has taken home and called her Ivy.  
Two went together and were called Bertie and Barley and at the time of homing the other two owners had not 
decided what names they wanted to give them.  Having kittens around often makes it more difficult to home 
the adult cats.  Fortunately we received a call from Marion who had sadly had to have her cat put to sleep and 
wanted to give a home to an adult cat.  We weren’t surprised when she picked Lucy.  It was a change for Lucy 
to live indoors as she had spent her life outdoors giving birth to kittens and raising them.  How nice for her to 
now live in luxury.  Gismo and Lionel had been with us for quite some time and no one seemed to be inter-
ested in homing them.  We couldn’t make out if it was because they were both longhaired.  At last we received 
a message on Facebook from Vicky asking if her and her family could come and meet Gismo.  As Gismo could 
be quite shy it was nice to see him take to the family instantly.  Arrangements were made to take Gismo to his 
new home the following afternoon.  The following morning we received a call from a couple wanting to come 

 and look at the cats.   When they came along we said that Gismo had a home to go to.  

Lionel is a very charming boy and soon had them smitten 
with him.  As they lived not far from where Gismo was go-
ing to live I arranged to take Lionel to them after I had taken 
Gismo to his new home.  Gismo arrived at his new home 
with the cardboard box he had slept in at the cattery so that 
he had a little hiding hole if he needed it.  It didn’t take him 
long to come round though and find his favourite spot on 
the settee.   Next Lionel arrived at his new house as ex-
pected Lionel was very confident and was stretching and 
looking around the room. As always when we re home a cat 
or kitten new owners are told that they must keep them in 
for at least a month.  Longer if it’s a small kitten. . . . . . Contd. Pg. 3 
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. . It was like he 
had disappeared 
off the face of 
the earth! . .  

All this was explained and understood.  On New Years Eve we received an email from Carol and Joe saying 
that Lionel must have some how managed to get out of the house.  This was extremely worrying with all the 
fireworks that would be going off.  By this time it was dark so there was no point in going looking for him then.  
The next morning and the day after posters were put up around the area and a search went on for Lionel.  It 
seemed strange that there were no sightings plus he was wearing a collar and disc so if he approached anyone 
they would see it.  It was like he had disappeared off the face of the earth!  Some days later the mystery was 
solved.  We hadn’t found Lionel outside as he had been hiding under one of the kitchen units!  He was discov-
ered as he had crept out one night to use his litter tray!  All’s well that ends well and everyone was so relieved.  
Lionel has now given up his hiding hole and has made himself very much at home.  We still had some lovely 
cats looking for homes and when Sue and Simon came along wanting to give a home to an adult cat they were 
spoilt for choice.  When they mentioned that their other cat had been very shy when they got her we suggested 
that Olivia could be just the girl for them.  Olivia who had been dumped outside the vets in a cardboard box 
three days before she gave birth to her kittens never put herself forward when people came to look.  Olivia 
would sit shyly in her box.  No one ever saw the friendly playful cat she really was. We felt Sue & Simon were 
           just right for her. Thankfully they took our advice and though it took a little time Olivia has settled 

MISSING 

LIONEL 

happily into her new home.  For a short time things went quiet, we 
had no calls to take in any cats and were able to catch our breath.  
Then we were asked to take in four seven week old kittens, a lady 
had taken their Mother in as a stray and was going to get her 
spayed but needed to get the kittens away from her. We collected 
these four little balls of black fluff and have to say that besides 
there being two boys and two girls they were identical!  All of them 
were such delightful little characters though and were so friendly    

and inquisitive.  When people came to see them it was difficult to choose but after agreeing that Amy wanted a 
female, Fiona would have a male and female all except one were ready for re homing when they had been 
given their first vaccinations.  Thankfully Jane and her family came along and after a visit to the vets they were 
all ready and waiting to go off to their new homes.  Being such confident little kittens they have taken no time to 
settle in.  Next to leave us was Jasmine, mother of the five kittens we had re homed.  Jasmine has gone to live 
with Tilly a cat we rehomed with Val in 2015.  Hopefully these two girls are going to get on and become good 
friends.  Jasmines pen did not stay empty for long.  We were contacted by local vets who had taken in a cat on 
the very bad day when Storm Doris came to visit us.  Tyrion as they called him had been left behind when his 
owner moved.  At the moment he is quite a shy boy but we are certain he will come round in time. And for the 
moment last to join us is Hattie.  Along with her kittens Hattie was being fed by one of our supporters.  Fortu-
nately they have kept two of her kittens though sadly for the moment one of them has disappeared.  Hattie has 
now been spayed and will make someone a lovely friendly companion.  We ask a minimum donation of £50 for 
all our cats and kittens.  For this they are fully vaccinated, neutered and micro chipped.  If they are young kit-
tens when they leave us they must be returned to our vets for the 2nd vaccination and neutering.  We cannot 
stress the importance of neutering.  If everyone got their cats neutered there would not be so many cats in this 
unfortunate situation. 

Well, Alice is now 2 years and 3 months. She is a very small cat with a very big personality and has far exceeded 
expectations of her long term future which in the early days looked quire bleak. She was diagnosed with rickets but 
didn’t respond to medication and was on increasingly high doses of Vitamin D and calcium.  Alice was having 
weekly blood tests, twice daily doses of Vitamin D and calcium carbonate and daily doses of lactulose to balance the 
effects of the calcium , all interspersed with X rays and examinations.  After months the first time her blood test 
showed her calcium levels to be within normal range  was a day of celebration and she now has blood tests every 
four months and these remain constant. She still has Vitamin D but no calcium and is strong and very agile.  This 
amazing little girl hates my other cats, adores my dogs , is very playful and full of energy. She does not respond to 
her name , does respond very well to routine and is highly motivated by food! She still gets spooked by strangers, by 
snow and sudden movement  and her neurological problem has faded almost into insignificance. Twice now she has 
climbed onto my lap which is a real breakthrough.  Alice will always be a house cat  because she needs to be in a 
safe environment so if she does get spooked she cannot run away or hurt herself. She did get herself into the work-
ings of my sofa which needed my granddaughter to crawl under to get her out – I now have a sofa she can’t get un-
der! 

Yorkshire Terrier Rocky is the elder statesman of my family. He has had a few health problems in the past few 
months and at one point was tested for Cushing’s syndrome which proved negative. His very large appetite was 
eventually put down to him simply liking his food and lots of it, in spite of having no teeth.! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Contd. Pg. 6 
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Harry & Margaret receiving the “Santa Paws 

Appeal” cheque from a member of the hard 

working staff at Pets at Home in Altrincham 

Christmas Day at the kennels and L - R; Shannon, 

Harry & Frankie all get stuck into their Christmas 

dinners before inspecting their new toys!!   

“Harry”  
recuperating after his recent dental work and in his own inimitable style, “Milking It” !! 

Have you found me yet? LOL 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind them.  With plenty of 
“TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of time when the right opportunity arises,  

re - home.  We presently have 4 dogs, 14 cats in our care, some of which have been with us for several years, and others have 
joined us more recently:- 

Dogs 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged   9  years 

Harry  Greyhound   Aged   4  years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged 10  years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged   7  years 

 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged  12  months 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged    3  years 

Billy  Ginger & White   Aged    9  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged    2  years 

George  Black    Aged    1  year 

Hattie  White & Tortoiseshell  Aged    1  year 

Lilly  White & Tabby   Aged    2  years 

Merlin  Black    Aged  18  months 

Mimi  Black    Aged  15  years 

Noah  Tabby & White   Aged    1  year 

Pepper  Black    Aged    1  year 

Poppy  Black    Aged    2  years 

Princess  Black    Aged  15  years 

Tyrion  Black    Aged    1  year 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to 
report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals or volunteer as a dog walker 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

 

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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Hello friends, it’s Winston here, stretched out comfortably on the settee as I write this (fortified by a little beef jerky, 
to aid concentration).  I hope you enjoyed Christmas - I certainly did.  I was so excited when our tree went up, with all 
the twinkly lights and could hardly contain myself if when I saw the pile of presents beneath it! I did try to take a 
sneaky peek at a couple of them when Mum wasn’t looking.  And then of course there’s my stocking, with all the edi-
ble gifts, but that’s hung up out of my reach!  We also enjoyed a couple of days in Leeds, at my Aunties house, 
where Mum and I slept on a fold-up bed which was great fun, as it was quite small and whenever I wriggled to get 
comfortable, Mum nearly fell out!  After all the excitement of Christmas, January can seem a little dreary for some, 
but I like to think I can bring a little cheer into peoples lives.  On a cold, rainy January morning, we got on a bus.  All 
the passengers were looking really fed-up .  Gradually one by one, they noticed me .  I was sitting on Mums knee, 
wearing one of my smart winter coats (the red one I think) and do you know, they all started to smile.  By the time we 
got off at our destination, I think we must have cheered up the whole bus.  You may recall from the last newsletter 
that I have been thinking about a new career as a travel writer.  The winter months have been rather quiet for me, 
but I certainly have exciting plans for the future and these include a return trip in the summer to Llandudno, where 
we will be staying once again at The Queens Hotel.  I gave them such rave reviews after my last visit, so much so 
that their bookings have gone through the roof.  I am reliably informed that following my recommendations, people 
have been trying to book, only to be told that the hotel is full!  As well as planning our holiday I have also been think-
ing about the next Fun Dog Show and what my outfit might be for the Fancy Dress Class.  You may remember that 
at the last show, I entered as Sir Winston Woodruff an Elizabethan gentleman.  Should I continue with the historical 
theme? Or should I choose a fictional character?  As you know I am a great fan of mystery and detective stories - 
Hercule Poirot, Sherlock Holmes, Miss Marple - So do I draw my inspiration from there?  I also enjoy traditional sto-
ries - indeed, the other week, I was delighted when mummy Margaret from Otterspool sent me my “Cinderella” pop – 
up book, which I had left behind at The Blossoms all those years ago and it was found in a cupboard!  So there is a 
wealth of characters to draw on.  Of course we will have to look through our sewing basket, to find suitable fabrics 
and there will be all the measuring, cutting and stitching, not to mention all the fittings, before our creation is com-
pleted!  Dear readers you will have to wait until the show in April to find out just what our creation is!  Well friends I 
have so much to do - come on Mum let’s get the rucksack out and have a dummy run at packing for our holidays, 
just to make sure we can fit everything in! Then I’ll have a little nap and dream about seaside walks, promenades, 
piers, seagulls, Punch & Judy, sausages, train rides and lots of adventures to come. 

Until the next time!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Yours .  .  .  Winston 

We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Port-

able Appliance Tester  prior to being 

offered for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in 

WINSTONS SMILE BUS 

 
BEEF 

JERKY 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

Fostering Update Continued from Pg. 3; Rocky loves his walks always on lead as he is becoming increasingly 

deaf and will wander off. On two occasions he has been to the vets after tests and I have been summoned, shame 

faced, to collect him as he has made efforts to destroy the cage immediately on waking up from anaesthetic. He can 

be quite cantankerous in old age and bosses my daxi boys unless he is in the mood for play. Rocky completely ig-

nores the cats, particularly Alice, as she likes to run around with the dogs and he is a bit scared of her! His health 

remains stable and he is enjoying a tranquil and spoiled life  which we all hope will carry on for a long time. 
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Well here we are once again, it’s March, which means only one thing for us all here at Otterspool, our 
“Fundraising Merry-go-round” is once more about to kick into action with another year of hectic weekends,    
behind the scenes planning, praying for good weather and all the other things that go into making our fund   

raisers a success.  But before we jump on board for this years ride lets take a look back at the final few events 
of 2016. 

The last of our main fund raisers, as usual was the Xmas Fair, which was held on Sunday 6th November.  We 
are often asked why we hold this event so early in November and the simple answer is that over the years we 

have found that once you get to the middle of November foot fall at these events declines, hence we always try 
to arrange it within the first two weeks of the month.  Our strategy obviously paid off once again as there was a 

reasonable turnout on what was quite a pleasant day and we raised a very respectable £1200.00 

Very often in the lead up to Christmas we find that various supporters, groups, organisations etc, get involved, 
often on our behalf, with their own charitable fund raising events and 2016 was no different as throughout      

November we were fortunate enough to receive some very welcome donations. 

Firstly we received a letter from The Yorkshire Building Society Charitable Trust which contained a cheque 
for £100.00.  The letter explained that we had been nominated for the award, but due to Data Protection law 
they were not at liberty to reveal the name/s of the person/s involved.  So if the person/s involved are reading 

this now, may we say a big “Thank You” for your support.  

Later in the month we were once again the recipients, of donations collected from the staff of our old friends at 
Hazel Grove based O’ Neill Patient Solicitors, who had raised the sum of £743.87 which we received through 

our Virgin Money Giving page.  Donations through this route are always quite a surprise as we usually know 
nothing about them until we receive our bank statement and the money has actually been transferred           

electronically to our account.   

We do try to keep track of donations made through Virgin Money Giving and try to respond wherever we can, 
however if you have made a donation using this media and we have not responded, besides the automatically 

generated reply from the site, we do apologise and thank you for your kindness. 

Moving on to December we were once again the recipients of a very welcome donation from another group of 
old friends at Altrincham & District Dog Training Society whose magnanimous support we have been the 

beneficiaries of several times over the years.  This time they had sent us a cheque for £200.00. 

Also during the month we spent a couple of Sundays, with a small fund raising stall, in the Pets at Home store 
in Altrincham.  Every year during December Pets at Home stores throughout the country along with their    

charitable arm, Support Adoption For Pets, run a Christmas fund raiser known as “The Santa Paws Appeal” 
whereby when making a purchase customers are asked if they would like to contribute to a rescue animals 

Christmas dinner.  Our reason for being there was due to the fact that we had been nominated as the            
Altrincham stores partner animal rescue charity for the year.  The small amount of money raised from the stall 

was really a bonus as the main reason for our presence was to make the public aware of where their donations 
would be going.  We are very pleased to say that thanks to the generosity of the people of Altrincham and     

surrounding district, as well as the hard working staff of the Pets at Home store, we received a cheque for 
£1070.92, which was presented to our Chairperson, Margaret, and our lovely greyhound Harry at the store in 

February this year. (See the picture on page 4) 

 In addition to the various monetary donations mentioned above we were also the recipients of gifts including     
various dog & cat food, toys and treats collected in the run up to Christmas, from the following businesses & their 
clients; Albany Veterinary Clinic, Marple Veterinary Centre and The Royal Bank of Scotland in Hazel Grove.   

Thank You to Everyone involved in all the fund raising mentioned and also to anyone 

we may have forgotten. (which we hope is no one) 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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Admission 50p. ~ 12.00 Noon ~ 2.30 p.m. ~ Admission 50p. 

The Hollies Scout Hut, 194 Buxton Road, Heaviley, Stockport,  

SK2 7AE (Next door to The Albany Veterinary Clinic)  

All the usual attractions  ~ Various stalls : Groceries, Pet 

Foods, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Good as New, Books,  

Tombola, Etc.  

Refreshments Available 

SUNDAY 9th APRIL   

WOODFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHESTER ROAD, WOODFORD, STOCKPORT, SK7 1PS 

Fund raising stalls & Refreshments open from 12.00 Noon  

Dog Show Register on the day from 12.30 (Judging commences 13.00)     

Entry Fee £2.00 per class OR £5 for as many classes as you want.  

Ample Parking Available   ~   Admission; Cars ~ £1.50p. ; Pedestrians ~ 50p. 

Saturday 17th June is Marple Carnival  
We will have a fund raising stall, located in Memorial Park and will 

also be running the Fun Dog Show. See our Facebook page for further 
details nearer to the time. 


