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Here we are again nearly at the end of another year.  2016 has passed so quickly it’s 
hard to tell where it’s gone!  As ever we have been extremely busy with our    

fundraising as we never know what expenses are awaiting us. 

            One big expense we did not see coming was when Harry went for his routine 
booster vaccination.  Harry needed dental extractions and was given antibiotics 
to take five days before the procedure.  Everything went well when the teeth 

were being removed at the vets but the following morning Harrys gums bled quite a lot.  
After a return visit to the vets, change of pain relief and week of being fed on soft food Harry 

was back to his old mischievous self. . . . . HOWEVER . . . . . On the Friday morning 10 days after his den-
tal Harry was ready for his morning walk and his usual excited self throwing his toys and blankets around.  Off 
he went with his friend Freddie and all was well with the world.  That was until someway into the walk some-
thing spooked Harry and made him spin round.  The next thing we knew he was unable to put his back foot 
down and was looking very worried.  As we were quite away off from the kennels we had to ring for transport to 
take him back .  Once back he was transferred into our vehicle and taken to the vets.  By the time we got there 
the limp seemed to have disappeared but Harry seemed to be in some sort of discomfort.  On touching his 
chest he yelped and we could feel that there was some swelling there.  As there were a couple of wasps 
around when Harry had his incident earlier we come to the conclusion that he had been stung.  After examina-
tion by the vet Harry was given an antihistamine injection and also an injection for the pain.  Returning Harry to 
the kennels we thought that was the end of his problems until we received a phone call later that afternoon to 
say that the lump had got much bigger and was very red under his coat.  Another trip was made to the vets and 
it was decided that it would be better to hospitalise him so that he could be kept an eye on.  Harry spent two 
nights at the veterinary hospital and when he was collected the swelling had gone down quite a lot and he 
seemed much brighter in himself.  However we were not really at the bottom of this problem and Harry was 
booked in to have blood test the following week.  During this time his condition deteriorated as he developed 
swelling to his ankles, he passed blood in his urine and had quite a lot of bruising around his chest area.  Harry 
was once again feeling very sorry for himself but let himself be examined and have his blood taken like a gen-
tleman.  It was difficult the determine the root of these problems so after a lot of his blood tests had been sent 
away we decided to take him to a referral vets called North West Surgeons in Frodsham to continue with the 
investigations of his problems.  Harry spent six nights here which we have to say he seemed to thoroughly en-
joy.  During this time he managed to win the hearts of quite a few of the staff there as he is really quite a 
charmer!  During this time back in Stockport we were all very concerned about him and tried very hard to find 
him a foster home to go to when he came back from Frodsham, unfortunately most of the people who an-
swered our post had cats and that is a definite no with Harry. As we were not getting anywhere with this and 
Harry had all the investigations necessary including a CT scan we made arrangements for Harry to come back 
to the kennels.  Though nothing sinister has come from all the tests etc he has had there are two possibilities of 
what the problem is with Harry.  One maybe Greyhound bleeding syndrome which results in delayed bleeding 
after any surgical procedure or Vaculitis which is inflammation of the blood vessels.  For now we have to ob-
serve to see if Harry has anymore swelling or bruising before the treatment is determined.  
At the moment he is back to normal and was happy to see his friends at the kennels, espe-
cially Freddie who we would have liked to have had a good run around with but that will have 
to wait.  The icing on the cake for Harry is that Sylvia and John Arnold who have been long 
time supporters of Otterspool have offered to foster him short term.  Sylvia and John had the 
lovely Patches from us as a puppy many years ago.  Sadly Patches passed away earlier this 
year.  We know Harry will be well cared for with them and are very grateful to them. Contd. Pg. 2 
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Website very kindly donated & compiled by: ego (www.designbyego.co.uk) 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF :- 

      # Saleable Goods Including Electrical Equipment 

# Items of Bric a Brac # Raffle Prizes   

# Tombola Prizes 

# Furniture (appropriate) # Sponsors 

We now have a selection of Cards            
available which can be bought at all our            
upcoming events or they can be posted to you          
They are in Packs of 10  

 Card A ~ £4.00 (10)     Card B ~ £4.50 (10) 

 Card C ~ £4.00 (10)     Card D ~ £4.50 (10) 

Postage & Packing £1.20 per pack ~ Orders along 
with a cheque to Otterspool Animal Haven can be 

sent to the address on the front of the newsletter. 

Shown Left & 
Right are the 

internal details 
of the cards 

A 

B 

C 

D 

The treatment Harry has undergone has cost a lot of money.  We are not however here to ask you to dig deep 
in your pockets to pay for it.  Any of you who are volunteers and have worked in our charity shop, done a stall 
at our fairs, baked cakes, collected goods for us to sell, sent us donations and many other things have already 
given.  We want to thank you all for your contributions that have meant we can give our lovely 
boy the best. That is what we want the very best for the animals in our care. 

“That is what we 

want the very best 

for the animals in 

our care.”! 

THE DAY WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR WHEN REX 
GOES HOME;  In December 2014 when Phoebe who was 
very much in love with Rex went off to her home with the 
Sawyer family we were sad to see them parted.  However 
so the relationship could continue Phoebe often came along 
with her new family and took Rex out for walks. In 2015 
someone else came along to take him out and this was 
Phoebes Auntie Louise who really took to Rex and with her 
Husband Steve would take him out for long walks and in 
time he went back to spend nights then weekend and even-
tually a couple of holidays with them. When we had initially  

homed Rex in the early days with us he had been quite unruly in a house but Louise and Steve took it step by 
step and he gradually learnt some good manners and how to behave.  During all this of course he often saw 
the love of his life Phoebe.  Unfortunately during this time Louise was undergoing treatment for cancer, she 
was always very positive about it but realised that she could not take Rex Home for good at the moment but 
hoped to fight this dreadful disease and give him a forever home.  As time went by these visits became less 
and less as Louise was so ill with the treatment occasionally he would go along for a day visit with Phoebe 
which would really give Louise a boost to see him.  In July this year we received a phone call from Laurence 
and his family who wanted to come along and meet Rex with their two dogs Bruno and Noodle.  Louise had 
said if the right home comes along for him let him go to it so we arranged a meeting.  The first meeting was 
very uneventful, Rex was quite friendly with the other two dogs but they weren’t very interested in him.  After 
quite a few walks out together they began to show more interest in each other. We then arranged to go along 
and do a home check for Rex.  To see how Bruno and Noodle would accept Rex in their home he came along 
with us.  Bruno barked a lot but besides that they were all quite good together.  We did have to ask them to re-
move their terrapins as Rex would not have been able to resist grabbing hold of them!  Not long after that after 
a couple of sleepovers Rex went to live with them permanently.  He is missed at the kennels, never has there 
been a happier dog.  We are very pleased though to have him in a permanent loving home.  After seeing a 
photograph of Rex with his new family Louise sent us an email saying how pleased she was that he had found 
somewhere.  At the end of September Louise sadly passed away.  I am sure Rex will never forget her and we 
will always be grateful for the work both Steve and Louise put in with Rex to help him slot into a new home.  
We know she was happy knowing he had made it. Freddie our handsome bundle of love and fun is still waiting 
for the right person to come along and give him a home.  He has been missing his great friend Harry whilst he 
has been away but we have been keeping him occupied with extra walks.  When Freddie first came to us he 
had problems with his feet as he had a very severe grass allergy, we seem to have sorted this out now with 
homeopathic treatment from Vince the Vet. Shannon with her loving nature has been one of the most difficult 
cases we have had in several years. It is really her fear of other dogs that makes her react but we do . . . Contd. Pg. 3 
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“Their Lives Are In Our Hands - They Trust In Us” 

Have you spotted Archie 

yet?  He’s up to his usual 

trick hiding somewhere 

in  this  newsletter  

WANTED ! 

our best to ensure that she gets the right amount of exercise she requires.  She loves nothing more than a 
swim. There is no greater love than that from Frankie once he knows you and trusts you.  Frankie spends a lot 
of time out of the kennels as he goes home with Audrey one of our volunteers for four nights of the week.  Like 
Shannon Frankie loves a swim when he is in residence. We were asked to re home Molly an 
eleven year old Yorkshire terrier by her owner as her husband had  

Olivia as we have called 

her was found in a much 

taped up cardboard box 

outside our vets 

recently had a stroke and she was unable to look after them both.  
This lovely little girl came to stay with us at the Otterspool Cattery 
for a week but though she was very well behaved her good man-
ners did not extend to the cats that she chased at every given mo-
ment she could.  We didn’t have to worry as a new loving home 
soon came along for her with Gillian.  Molly loves her new home 
and her new mum loves having her there. 

There has been a lot going on with our feline friends.  Another highlight of our year was when we received a 
phone call offering twelve year old Flora a home.  Flora had been taken into our vets to be put to sleep as her 
owner had got a kitten that Flora didn’t take to.  We accepted Flora into our care mindful that it is often difficult to 
find older cats new homes.  Fortunately the Checkley family who have been long time supporters saw Flora on 
our website and were happy to give a home to an older cat.  We are delighted how well she has settled in with 
them after being a little shy at first.  Flora was in good health and hopefully will have many more happy years with 
them.  Next to leave us was the very handsome Claude,  this poor boy was in quite a state when he came into 
us with a very bad flea allergy.  After treatment his coat grew back and he must have felt a lot happier in himself.  
Claude’s new family had re homed two kittens from us many years ago and had recently lost them both.  It is nice 
to see people again after such a long time.  Claude is very happy in his new home; he obviously had quite a 
rough time in the past.  Charlotte and her kittens had come into us as the last newsletter was going to print.  The 
kittens were then four weeks old.  When they were nine weeks old the kittens were separated from their mother 
and were taken off for their first vaccinations.  After a week of separation Charlotte went off to be spayed.  Upon 
examination at the vets it was discovered that two of the kittens one male and one female had heart murmurs. All 
of the kittens were very playful and active so we waited until the second vaccination to have them re checked.  
Just before the second vaccinations were due the Lee family came along wanting to give a home to two of the 
kittens, as it happened they didn’t choose the two with the heart murmurs.  Upon second vaccination the mur-
murs were still present and we were advised to have them checked again before neutering as these murmurs 
can often resolve themselves. Whilst in the waiting room at the vets a lady who had enquired several times about 
a black kitten spotted our family of four.  All ideas of a black kitten went out of her head when she spotted the 
little white and tortie girl.  As this was the girl with the heart murmur we advised her to speak with the vet before 
making any decisions.   After a chat with the vet she was more than happy to give the little girl a home.  As she 
had hoped the kitten has become a great pal of her dog Paris.  It was now time for the other two kittens to go off 
to their new family leaving one little boy behind.  These two kittens were also going to live in a dog household.  
The little girl settled in immediately and made herself very much at home.  Her brother however took a little bit 
longer and was quite shy of his surroundings.  Happily he has now settled down and like his sister is getting on 
well with the dog of the house.  Back at the cattery that just left one little boy with the heart murmur whom we 
called Billy.  All alone this boy was craving company and we felt so sorry for him.  We had hoped to put him back 
with his mother but she had lost all interest in him and was quite nasty with him.  Fortunately a friend of the Lee 
family was looking for a kitten and once again we advised discussing the heart murmur with the vet.  This was not 
seen as a major problem and Billy went off to his new home where he has now been re named Sheldon. We con-
sider ourselves lucky to have found such lovely homes for this litter though their mother Charlotte is still here  

waiting for the right home to come along.  The isolation 
pen Charlotte and her family had taken up was soon to 
accommodate a new family.  Olivia as we have called 
her was found in a much taped up cardboard box outside 
our vets.  Olivia was then heavily pregnant.  Three days 
after she had been found Olivia gave birth to four kittens 
on the 2nd September.  The next morning the family came 
to join us at Otterspool.  We have a home already for one 
of the kittens when he is old enough to go with Sheldon 
and his family. . . .   Contd. Pg. 6 
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Sir Winston Of Woodbank or is it now Sir Winston Woodruff? 

Proudly showing off his costume and Red Winners Rosette in 

the fancy dress category at our September Fun Dog Show. 
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Most animals come to us with “excess baggage” problems and experiences that they need to put behind them.  With plenty of 
“TLC” we are usually, in most cases, able to achieve this aim and in the fullness of time when the right opportunity arises,  

re - home.  We presently have 5 dogs, 14 cats & 4 kittens in our care, some of which have been with us for several years, and 
others have joined us more recently:- 

Dogs 

Frankie  Staffie Cross   Aged   9  years 

Freddie  Lurcher    Aged   3  years  

Harry  Greyhound   Aged   4  years 

Rocky  Yorkie    Aged 10  years 

Shannon X ~ Breed   Aged   7  years 

Cats 

Alice  Grey & White   Aged 18  months 

Autumn  Tortoiseshell   Aged   3  years 

Billy  Ginger & White   Aged   9  years 

Bubble  Tortoiseshell   Aged   2  years 

George  Black    Aged   1  year 

Gismo  Black & White   Aged   4  years 

Lilly  White & Tabby   Aged   2  years 

Lionel  Black & White   Aged   2  years 

Merlin  Black    Aged 18  months 

Mimi  Black    Aged 15  years 

Olivia  White & Tabby    Aged   2  years 

Pepper  Black    Aged   1  year 

Poppy  Black    Aged   2  years 

Princess  Black    Aged 15  years 

Kittens   2 Male / 2 Female  Aged   5  weeks 

The aim of the sponsorship scheme is to supplement the monies raised from our other fund raising activities.  By agreeing  

to sponsor one of these animals you will not be expected to take on the full financial burden of the animal.  All that we ask is  

a commitment to donate on a regular basis by pledging whatever you feel able; as little as £1.00 per week would be greatly re-
ceived.  On our part we will endeavour to keep you fully briefed on the progress of your adopted animal and with luck be able to 
report many happy endings. 

To sponsor an animal or for more information please contact: 

 Margaret Challinor  ~  Tel. 0161 456 8515  or   email  ;  otterspool@ntlworld.com 

You can also help in other ways: 

 Offer a home to one of the animals or volunteer as a dog walker 

 Donations of goods, bric-a-brac, books etc. are always appreciated 

 Items for Tombola and Raffle prizes are always required  

 Items of furniture & electrical goods are also accepted  

“Sponsorship” 

‘Please note all Placements  
 

are subject to a satisfactory Home Check‘ 

“Their Lives Are In Our Hands — They Trust In Us” 
If you would like to receive future copies of 

our newsletter by email then please contact 

us with your details at; 

otterspool@ntlworld.com   
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Hello friends, its Winnie here, basking in the autumn sunshine as I write this.  There is definitely a nip in 
the air though, so I’ve been organizing my wardrobe and arranging my coats (quite a collection) in antici-
pation of chillier weather to come.  As you may remember, for almost a year, Rex was my regular walking 
buddy.  Well, one Saturday in August, after our usual walk, we decided to have a rest, and sat down on 
Bramhall Cricket ground to watch the gentlemen flying their model aircraft. Little did I know, as we sat 
there, enjoying each others company, that it would be our last walk together, as  shortly after Rex found 
himself a new home.  I am very happy for you Rex, and have fond memories of the time we spent to-
gether.  Later that same day I set off for Torkington Park with Mum and Auntie Linda (for the Cats’ Protec-
tion Event).  As we walked to the bus stop, I found a wallet that someone had dropped on the pavement!  
You may recall that I like to thing of myself of a bit of a sleuth, so I was keen to solve the mystery.  Inside 
the wallet was an I.D card showing that the owner worked at a bookmakers.  On the bus Mum and I did 
some detective work and googled their phone number. Then looking out of the window we saw a branch 
of the same firm on the A6!  We quickly alighted from the bus and handed the wallet in.  Later in the park, 
I had my reward – a small tub of ice cream.  I am glad to say that I met up with Rex again at our August 
Fun Dog show, just before he joined his new family permanently. They were with him that day and I hap-
pily noticed they also have a JRT to keep him company.  I took home another rosette that day, for the vet-
eran class.  When we pinned it up with the rest, it was startlingly clear to me that most of them are for this 
category, so I decided there and then to shake things up a bit.  But where to begin?  The answer arrived a 
few days later when Auntie Linda came round with some large carrier bags full of all kinds of fabric and 
trimmings – she was having a clear-out and for me it was my ‘Eureka’ moment.  At the September Fund 
Dog Show; I would enter, for the first time, the Fancy Dress class!  Looking though the carrier bags, we 
discovered a treasure trove of velvet, lace and gold braid. Now, I have enjoyed many walks around Bram-
hall Park, and have often gazed longingly at the magnificent Hall.  Mum recently started working there and 
because she knows I have a love of history has been telling me all about it.  A remark by one of her col-
leagues that I should dress as a Tudor was our inspiration.  We decided I would be an Elizabethan Gen-
tleman, and Auntie Linda even thought of a name for me – Sir Winston Woodruff.  An afternoon with Mum, 
spent cutting, trying on and sewing, produced a purple velvet cloak with a ruffled lace collar and gold braid 
trimmings and a matching hat with a feather.  On the big day, as we entered the show ring, we overheard 
someone say “He looks like Shakespeare”.  Well to be compared to the Bard himself is indeed a great 
honour, and to win another rosette was the icing on the cake.  As September was also the month of my 
16th birthday, it just added to the celebrations  You will be pleased to hear that I am still getting out and 
about on my walks and day trips.  A favourite place of mine to visit is Macclesfield, with its winding streets 
(lots to sniff at) café’s to sit outside of and watch the world go by, and a handy pet shop selling my favour-

ite treats (chicken and rice sticks).  I’m a seasoned traveller on buses and trains, and fellow 
passengers often comment on how beautifully behaved I am on public transport.  So this got 
me thinking – could a new career be opening up for me as a travel writer?  I’ll let you know in 

the next newsletter.  

We now accept donations of  

electrical items, which are 

tested using a fully calibrated Portable 

Appliance Tester  prior to being offered 

for sale in our shop.   

Please think of us if you are replacing 

electrical items that are still in a  

reasonable condition  

CAT UPDATE Contd. from Page 3;  Also to join us has been the 
very attractive Lilly whose owner didn’t really want to keep any 
more, Lilly is a lovely tabby and white girl with different coloured 
eyes.  She is very friendly with people but not with other cats. Prin-
cess a very elderly black girl has been with us for over a month 
now.  She has several health problems but for now we are keeping 
her comfortable on medication and special diet. We have some 
really nice cats in our care; we just need some nice homes for them.  
For obvious reasons we will not home on main or busy roads.       

 
 

Winston 
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OTTERSPOOL ANIMAL HAVEN ~ CHARITY SHOP 
195A Bramhall Lane, Davenport, Stockport, SK2 6JA ~ Tel. 0161 483 8585 

www.facebook.com/otterspoolanimalhaven 

Following on from our events in Spring and as Summer got under way so our “outdoor events” started coming thick  
and fast.  First off was the Family Fun Day organised by our good friends at the Stockport Branch of The Cats 

Protection League, an annual event which we are always invited along too and where we have our own fund rais-
ing stall.  The event was held at the usual venue of Torkington Park in Hazel Grove, Stockport on Saturday 6th Au-
gust and thankfully this year the weather was pretty kind to all involved after a few scary looking clouds drifted over 

earlier in the morning!  The event was fairly well attended, although perhaps not as busy as in past years so we 
were very pleased when at the end of the day our stall had raised the sum of £353.10.  

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   

Just eight days later, on Sunday 14th August, it was back down to business at our own Summer Fair and Fun Dog 
Show held once again this year at Woodford Community Centre.  Anybody who attended this event last year will 
probably recall that it was a complete washout with torrential rain and winds, although we did still manage to carry 
on thanks to the wonderful people at the Centre who made the indoor halls available to us.  This year however it 

couldn’t have been any different weather wise, the sun shone for the whole day and people were busy spending at 
the various stalls and happily sitting around enjoying refreshments etc. on the field whilst watching the events in the 

show ring.  One of the highlights of the day had to be the arrival of one of the canine entrants, a lovely fawn Chi-
huahua, safely strapped into a special pannier bag which in turn was securely fixed to the fuel tank of her owners 

rather large & powerful motor bike!! (See picture page 4).  After all the excitement of the “Canine Hells Angel” (who 
by all accounts is a member of “The Barking Chapter”!!) the day just got better and we are pleased to say realised 

the grand total of £1341.03 for our cause.  We can’t finish the report on this event without mentioning our guest 
judge on the day Mr. Dave Heyhoe.  Who is he some of you may ask?  Well Dave served as a dog handler in the 
military and has written a book about his experiences in Afghanistan with his dog “Treo”.  After there tour of duty 

Treo was awarded the Dickens Medal which is the equivalent of the Victoria Cross. The book is titled “It’s All About 
Treo” and we can thoroughly recommend it as a gripping true life story of dog and handler. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   

Also in August we received two very generous donations, one of which we were expecting whilst the other came 
straight out of the blue. . . . .Firstly we received a cheque from Marple Carnival Committee, this followed on from 
our fund raising activities at this years carnival and was a very much appreciated cheque for £150.00. . . .The sec-
ond donation was completely unexpected and came from our time last year as the nominated charity for the Marks 

& Spencer store in Hazel Grove, Stockport.  As most of you will be aware we now all have to pay for our carrier 
bags in stores, the bigger stores donate the proceeds of the carrier bag sales to charity and so it is with Marks & 
Spencer. We were contacted and after completing a couple of simple forms a BACS payment was made to our  

account for £990.93.  
~   ~   ~   ~   ~   

Moving on into September our band wagon rolled into Bramhall, the Cricket Club to be precise, on Sunday 25th 
September, for our Autumn Fair and Fun Dog Show. Setting up the stalls at 8.00 a.m. the weather looked fairly 
settled, however it wasn’t long before a sudden gust of wind managed to carry off one of our brand new gazebos 

before we had had chance to peg it down, disaster as it was truly destroyed! Still the show must go on and after all 
the remaining gazebos were up and firmly pegged down, what else could go wrong? The weather maybe? Yes the 

sky turned grey and the rain came at just about the time that we were expecting people to start arriving. Unper-
turbed everybody got on with there preparations, thankfully the cars started to pull into the grounds and by the time 

that we were ready to get things properly underway the grey sky had been replaced by blue sky and some slight 
cloud cover. At the other end of the day we had just about finished packing everything away before the heavens 
opened once again. Still despite the setbacks we were very pleased with the total raised on the day of £1200.00. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   

Early October once again saw us attending the regular Quiz Nights at The Ring O’Bells pub in Marple. As usual 
this meant that for two consecutive Thursdays, 6th & 13th, we would be the beneficiaries of monies raised by the 

pub on these two nights and we were very pleased to receive some £167.00 for our cause. 



 

[ Trustee (T) ] ~ Chair: Mrs. M. Challinor (T); Secretary: Mrs. D. Kirkham (T); Mrs. A. Bowes (T); Treasurer: Mr. S. Challinor 
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@ 

OtterspoolHaven 

 

Sunday 6th November  
12.00 Noon ~ 2.30 p.m. 

The Hollies Scout Hut, 194 Buxton Road, 

Heaviley, Stockport,  

SK2 7AE (Next door to The Albany Veterinary Clinic)  

All the usual attractions  ~ Various stalls : Groceries, Pet Foods, Cakes, 

Bric-a-Brac, Good as New, Books, Tombola, Etc.  

ADMISSION 50p      Refreshments Available      ADMISSION 50p  

“Also Available At This Event  

Our Own Quality Christmas  Cards” 

LEFT; Rex with 

his new family 

off out on a trip 

RIGHT; Rex with the 

love of his life Phoebe 

along with his Aunty 

Louise and Uncle Rob 


